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Marine Corps F-35B in Arizona Damaged by Round
Discharged from Jet Cannon

An F-35B Lightning II with Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 121, based out of Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, Ariz., performs a
vertical landing as part of required flying field carrier landing practices (FCLP) at the station’s auxiliary landing field, Monday, April
27, 2015. (Travis Gershaneck/U.S. Marine Corps)
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Published March 24, 2021

An ammunition round that exploded following its discharge from a Marine Corps F-35B Joint
Strike Fighter at Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, Arizona, earlier this month caused damage to
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You May Also Like

North Korea Says It Tested a New Hypersonic Intermediate-Range Missile that Uses Solid

Propellants

Navy Veteran Accused of Ramming Vehicle into Barrier at Front Gate of FBI Atlanta Office

Here Are the First 14 Bases to Experience New Privatized Household Goods Moves

the stealth fighter's fuselage, according to the service.

The F-35B, capable of short takeoff and vertical landings, was conducting a nighttime close air
support mission on March 12 on the Yuma Range Complex when a PGU-32/U Semi-Armor
Piercing High Explosive Incendiary-Tracer (SAPHEI-T) 25mm round exploded after leaving the
fighter's cannon, Marine Corps spokesman Capt. Andrew Wood confirmed to Military.com on
Tuesday.

The jet was attached to VMX-1, the Marines' Yuma-based test and evaluation squadron, Wood
said.

Read Next: Guard Troops Ambushed in Texas, Held at Gunpoint While Transporting COVID-19
Vaccines

The aircraft landed safely, according to a Naval Safety Center report, which first noted the
incident. "The mishap did not result in any injury to personnel, and an investigation of the incident
i l ki l " W d id i il

Oriana Pawlyk

Oriana Pawlyk is Military.com’s air warfare reporter covering everything from the
latest personnel trends, aircraft, investigations, defense technology, to Air Force
operations all over the world. Pawlyk is also an active member of the Pentagon
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The Army Has Finally Fielded Its Next Generation Squad Weapons
The Army has officially fielded its Next Generation Squad Weapon systems to its first unit, replacing its M4 and M249 weapons...
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More Military Headlines

North Korea Says It Tested a New Hypersonic Intermediate-Range Missile that

Uses Solid Propellants
With the supposed success of the demonstration, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un declared his country had acquired the ability...

After Months of Delay, USS Boxer Finally Leaves San Diego and Sets Sail on Deployment

Here Are the First 14 Bases to Experience New Privatized Household Goods Moves

Marine Infantry Battalion Commander Fired at Camp Pendleton for 'Loss of Trust and Confidence'

Navy Veteran Accused of Ramming Vehicle into Barrier at Front Gate of FBI Atlanta Office
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